
Updates from Northern Health (NH) – May 2011 
 
The ‘Lead - Healthy Community Environments’ (LHEC) Position 

 The LHEC position is a Public Health Protection position funded under the Northern 
Cancer Control Strategy and is focused on environmental cancer prevention; primarily 
radon and ambient air quality. 

 Barb Oke returned to the LHEC position in January on a job share part-time basis. She 
is job sharing with Kim Menounos who joined Northern Health from the City of Prince 
George.  Barb has been primarily responsible for the ambient air quality work while Kim 
has been leading the radon initiative. 

 
NH Priorities 

 NH has recently conducted an evidence review to identify NH air quality priorities and 
resource allocations.  Based on its population, particulate matter concentrations and 
expected health impacts, Quesnel (and Prince George), were identified as priority 
airsheds for the North. 

 
Air Quality Advisories 

 NH is now issuing advisories jointly with the MoE for Quesnel, Prince George and the 
Bulkley Valley. 

 
Air Discharge Permits 

 NH has been working with the MoE to direct all major permit applications or 
amendments to the ‘Healthy Community Environments’ position at NH so that NH 
responses to potential permit changes can be more effective and efficient.  Currently, 
we are involved with the proposed permit changes at Pinnacle Pellet near Dunkley 
Lumber.   

 
Public Education 

 NH is continuing to work on increasing public awareness and education around air 
quality related health issues; 

o NH now has two air quality related pamphlets available:  ‘Every Breath You Take’ 
and ‘How do vehicles impact your health’.  If you would like these pamphlets for 
any of your outreach events, please let us know. 

o NH is looking to develop a pamphlet on the health impacts of 
woodsmoke/woodstoves/boilers as well as one that provides information on air 
quality advisories and the AQHI.   

o As of the summer of 2010, NH has a  ‘Forest Fire and Your Health’ website.  This 
website will be updated shortly for the 2011 fire season. 

o The new Air Quality NH website was delayed due to staffing changes and the 
restructuring of our website.  It is expected to be up by the end of June.  It will 
have a link to the QAQR website (if that is OK with this group). 

 
 
 
 



Health Authority Air Quality Council (HA AQC) 

 NH is an active member on the recently formed HA AQC which has representatives 
from each Health Authority (HA), the BC Centre for Disease Control and the Ministry of 
Health.  Its purpose is to promote collaboration among the different HAs, to work in 
collaboration with the Province and stakeholders, to provide a technical forum for 
education and information exchange and to achieve effective approaches to AQ Public 
Health Protection program delivery.    

 So far there has been one teleconference.  The first face to face meeting is scheduled 
for June 16th in Vancouver. 
 

Airshed Management Groups 
NH currently participates in the following airshed management groups: 

o Prince George Air  Improvement Roundtable (PG AIR) 
o Bulkley Valley Lakes District Airshed Management Society (BVLD AMS) 

 
Airshed Management Group updates: 
 

Bulkley Valley:   

 Recently did a review of their Airshed Management Plan (AMP) and is now looking at 
steps for moving forward and drafting TORs for the airshed management plan update; 

 Are in the process of presenting to various councils and boards to increase board 
director membership and support; 

 Continue to run a very successful woodstove exchange program, with increased 
emphasis based on ‘burning smart’. 

 Bulkley Valley MoE is drafting a ‘Smoke Management Plan’ for the area 

 AGM is scheduled for June 22nd. NH has been asked to do a presentation about PG 
AIR and the QAQR. 

 
PG AIR: 

 PG AIR is made up of the larger roundtable and supported by three working groups:  
The research working group, the public education and awareness working group and 
the monitoring working group. 

 PG AIR has developed a draft Phase 3 AMP and is waiting for feedback from 
stakeholders.   

 In the meantime, group has been working on completing a number of recommendations 
in the Phase 2 Airshed Management Plan including a woodstove exchange program, 
various public outreach initiatives, an eco-driving/anti-idling program and others.   

 PG AIR hired external consultant to complete the long awaited dispersion model; 
however, there are still some ‘issues/questions’ that the PG MoE meteorologist is 
looking into. For instance, restaurant emissions were found to be a significant 
contributor to PM2.5.  

 Funding for the 3 year coordinator position finishes this August.  PG AIR is currently 
looking into obtaining additional funding from various sources to continue this position. 
 

 
 


