
West Fraser Mills Quesnel Lumber Division 

   The following is brief update of activities that have occurred at our site since the last report was filed. 

 

- We are very cognizant of the impact road dust can have on air quality in the community if it is left 
unchecked; we have a program that utilizes a combination of water suppression and sweeping. In the 
past we have had very limited success with chemical suppression products as they are short lived and 
quite costly. 

 

- In July 2008 we saw the completed expansion to our planer mill; a second line was added that 
required its own suction system to minimize particulate emissions. Further after careful 
consideration and planning we decided to install a baghouse style of dust collection, although 
more costly and higher maintenance, we felt a baghouse would be the best choice for this 
application. 

 

- Inside the plants increased dust from milling the beetle kill pine is creating its own difficulties. 
We are constantly modifying and adding to our water spray misting systems that were installed 
when the new mill was constructed. The effect the water has is to trap fine particulate and send 
it to the waste conveyors instead of into the cyclone systems. 

 

- Since the new mill start-up we have been employing the services of a vacuum truck to help with 
the cleanup of dust and particulates both in and outside of the plants. This has helped to clean 
in a way that doesn’t disturb and send material to atmosphere. 

 

- The precipitator that we installed at the energy plant in 2007 is working very well collecting the 
fine carbon and soot that, occasionally, in the past was released from the furnace stacks.  

 

- Our ministry air permit was updated and renewed this year (2010). This took longer than 
expected due to the data that was required and the multitude of changes that have occurred at 
this site in the past three years. We would like to thank Roger Hamilton at the ministry for his 
help (and patience) during this process.  

 

               Don Cameron – Site Safety / Environmental Coordinator                                                       


