
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Avoid idling your vehicle and combine 

trips 

 Keep your engine tuned up and other 

maintenance current to improve fuel 

efficiency 

 If you burn wood for heat, use only clean, 

dry, seasoned firewood 

 Walk, carpool,  ride your bike, or take 

public transit to work 

c/o Baker Creek Enhancement Society 

410 Kinchant St 

Quesnel, BC 

V2J 7J5 

Other Ways to 
Help Improve Air 
Quality 

The Quesnel Air 
Quality Roundtable 

Don’t let this 
valuable resource 
go up in smoke! 

The Quesnel AQRT was formed in 1999 and is made up of 

representatives from Industry, City of Quesnel, Ministry of 

Forests and Range, Ministry of Transportation and 

Infrastructure, Ministry of Environment, Cariboo Regional 

District, Baker Creek Enhancement Society, and Northern 

Health.   

 

The AQRT oversees Airshed Management Planning in 

Quesnel, which is a process aimed at improving local air 

quality.  The committee targets nearly all sources of air 

pollution from backyard burning to large industrial sources. 

Congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim 

placerat facer minim veni am ut wisi enim ad 

minimeniam, quis erat nostr uexe 

rci tation ullamcorper nostru exerci tation ullam 

corper et iusto odio dig nissim qui blandit 

praesent lupta. Tummer delenit  

augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Con 

erattis sectetuer adip iscing elit, sed erat diam 

nonummy nibh magna erat. 

Contact us at  

250-992-5833 

www.quesnelairshed.org 

Improving air quality in Quesnel 

is not only essential to protect 

our health; it also encourages 

investment, tourism, and new 

residents.  

What to do 
With Fall 
Leaves? 



 

Burning leaves and other yard 

waste creates air pollution.  

When leaves burn, large amounts 

of particulate matter is released.  

Particulate matter is especially 

harmful to our health (see Health 

Effects of Smoke).  It is difficult 

to get leaves dry enough to burn 

quickly and efficiently, and as a 

result, smoky, smouldering fires 

are created.   

 

One small fire isn’t too much of 

a problem, but multiple 

households burning leaves on a 

given day can cause significant 

amounts of smoke in a 

neighbourhood.   

 

 

assist with keeping 

soil temperature 

constant.   

 

Leaves and other 

yard waste can also 

be taken to the 

municipal landfill.  

There is no charge 

for small amounts  

Air Quality Concerns in Quesnel >>> Garbage Bag Mulch 

Health Effects of Smoke 

Our lungs and respiratory system are 

very sensitive. 

One of the easiest ways to create fantastic leaf mould is to use a garbage bag.  Shred the dry leaves thoroughly using your lawn mower.  

Then place the shredded material in a black garbage bag (black will help keep the contents warm, speeding the process) along with a few 

handfuls of soil and/or manure (contains helpful microorganisms).  Moisten the mixture with some water – it should feel like a wrung-out 

sponge, and then just wait!  To help speed the process, shake the bag once and awhile to mix things up.  By Spring, the leaves will have 

transformed into a great material for adding to flower and vegetable gardens.  It can be used as a top-dressing or dug into the soil. 

Smoke from leaf burning can irritate the eyes, nose and throats of 

healthy adults. Smoke from open burning can be much more 

harmful to small children, the elderly, and people with lung 

problems such as asthma or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD). This is because the visible smoke from leaf fires is made 

up almost entirely of tiny particles that can reach deep into lung 

tissue and cause symptoms such as coughing, wheezing, chest pain 

and shortness of breath. These symptoms may not occur until 

several days after exposure to large amounts of leaf smoke. 

 

- BC Lung Association Website 

Air Pollution >>> 

Why Shouldn’t I Burn My Leaves? 

Our main air quality issues in Quesnel are related to Particulate 

Matter.  There are various sources (natural and human-caused) 

including vehicle exhaust, dust, industry, forest fires, home 

heating, and backyard burning.   

We are all part of the air quality problem – we must all be part of 

the air quality solution. 

Toxins such as hydrocarbons and 

gases like carbon monoxide are 

also released in smoke.   

 

Additionally, backyard burning 

can start structure fires and forest 

fires, even when well-tended. 

 If You Must >>> 

 Other Options>>> 

There are a couple of options 

besides burning leaves and yard 

waste.  Composting creates a rich 

additive to gardens (see below 

for an easy method).  Leaves can 

also be raked, and then mowed 

over several times to chop them 

up. They can be left right on the 

lawn or spread on gardens as a 

mulch.  

For flower or vegetable beds, put 

down a 2-3 inch layer of chopped 

leaves.  This will help keep the 

soil retain moisture, keep weeds 

from sprouting, and  

(pickup loads or less).  Separated 

material is put aside in an area 

reserved for yard waste where it 

will eventually break down (but 

is not actively composted). 

If you feel like burning your fall 

leaves is your only option, there 

are a few things you can do to  

  minimize the effects. 

- be aware of bylaws 

(the City of Quesnel 

does not allow 

burning of yard waste 

without a permit) and 

provincial open-

burning regulations 

- avoid burning when 

an inversion is 

occurring 
- never burn plastics, tires, 

toxic materials or other 

garbage 
- make sure material is dry 

and do not allow the fire to 

smoulder 


